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Extra rt  from  Interrogation  of 
General  Hidiki  T0J0 
of  18  Feb.  1946 


/pp.  1-2/ 


"Q 


"A 


"Q 


Last  week  I  was  talking  to  Admiral  N0?<UP.A  and  asked  him 
if  he  considered  the  final  note  sent  by  Japan  to  the  United 
States  a  declaration  of  war.  He  said  that  he  absolutely 
did  not.  Do  you  agree  that  it  was  not? 


I  think  it  was  a  final  note.  It  v/as  a  final  note  break¬ 
ing  off  diplomatic  relations. 

You  have  not  answered  the  question.  Do  you  agree  with  him 
that  it  v/as  not  a  declaration  of  war? 


"A  It  v/as  a  note  breaking  off  diplomatic  relations  but  it 

was  different  from  a  direct  declaration  of  war.  It  was  a 
note  breaking  off  diplomatic  relations  and,  hence,  making 
possible  freedom  of  action.  That  point  is  in  reference  to 
international  treaties.  This  is  an  important  matter  though 
and  this  next  point  also  applies.  Japan  had  been  challenged 
militarily  and  economically  by  various  countries,  especlali,; 
England  and  America,  and  her  existence  was  threatened.  She 
exercised  the  right  of  self-defense," 


. 


/pp.  3-V 

iiq  v/as  not  everything  connected  with  this  note  your  responsi¬ 
bility  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet? 

"A  It  was  my  responsibility  and.  also  that  of  the  Foreign 
Minister. 

hq  Didn't  the  cabinet  know  that  the  note  was  to  be  sent  and 
approve  it? 

"A  Yes.  They  knew  about  it  and  of  course  they  approved  it. 

hq  what  international  treaties  were  you  speaking  of  in  connec 
tion  with  sending  the  note? 


"A 


I  am  not  just  sure  of 
I  knew  them,  but  I  am 
Treaty,  or  something, 


the  names  now.  At  the  time,  of  course 
not  so  sure  now.  Isn't  there  a  Hague 
that  applies  to  these  matters? 
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"Q  Did  not  the  Hague  Convention  call  for  a  declaration  of 
war  prior  to  an  actual  attack? 

"A  I  think  that  if  a  nation  is  challenged,  it  is  not  re¬ 
strained  from  exercising  the  right  of  self-defense. 

"Q  You  still  have  not  answered  the  question.  I  repeat:  Did 
not  the  Hague  Convention  call  for  a  declaration  of  war 
prior  to  an  actual  attack?  This  is  a  question  that  can 
be  answered  ’yes',  or  fno',  or  'I  don't  know'." 

"A  At  that  time  I  studied  this  matter  carefully,  but  now  it 
is  five  years  later  and  I  have  not  the  treaty  here  and  I 
don't  remember  too  well  about  it,  but  I  believe  that  we 
had  freedom  of  action  under  international  treaties. 

"Q  In  connection  with  the  attack  on  America  and  Great  Britain 
did  you  or  the  members  of  the  cabinet  give  any  thought  to 
the  Kellogg-Briand  Pact  being  violated  by  Japan? 

"A  Of  course,  we  did. 

"Q  So  that  you  and  the  members  of  your  cabinet  felt  that  it 
was  necessary  to  disregard  treaty  provisions  and  make  the 
attack  on  America.-  and  Great  Britain? 

"A  No,  we  had  regard  for  them,  but  we  did  not  feel  that  we 
were  bound  because  of  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned. 

That  apolies  to  the  Kellogg-Briand  Pact,  too. 

"Q  So  that  you  and  the  members  of  the  cabinet,  because  of 
the  reasons  given,  felt  that  Japan  was  not  bound  by  any 
treaty  provisions  in  connection  with  the  attack  on  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain? 

"A  Yes." 


*  *  * 
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